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also practised. The idea that Sankara discarded all action
has become ingrained in our minds. We do not realise that
this, if true, would make him a follower of the Buddhist
metaphysics which he so vehemently attacked. He declared
again and again that various acts prescribed in the scriptures
must not be discarded and are essential in the earlier stages.
This emphasis on action may be in the nature of a reaction,
from the denial of activity in both depraved Hir duism and
depraved Buddhism prevalent at the time of his birth. It
may also have been an element derived from the teachings
of the Gita. Another, and some scholars have suggested, a
more plausible ground for the emphasis on action may be
found in the fact that Islam had already made itself felt as
a force in the country of Sankara's birth. The fact that
the emphasis on action is combined with a passionate
insistence upon the unity of the Brahman reveals a source
of affinity with Islam which is as strange as it is interesting.
Sankara's life and teaching is a shining example of
the spirit of synthesis which is a peculiar characteristic
of Indian culture. His teachings combined the best elements
in Hinduism and Buddhism. He evolved a practical philo-
sophy which reconciled the two major religious systems
of the land and set at rest the internecine warfare between
the Buddhist and the Hindu. There are reasons to think
that he also incorporated into his synthesis those elements
of the teaching of Islam which were most suited to the
genius of the land. His extreme monism, his repudiation
of all semblance of duality, his attempt to establish this
monism on the authority of revealed scriptures, his tendency
to regard his own activity as mere restoration of the original
purity of the revealed truth are all elements which remind
one strongly of the tenets of Islam. When one connects
this similarity in outlook with the appearance of Islam
as a living force in his birthplace just before his birth,,
the inference that he was influenced by the new faith,
cannot be rejected summarily.